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Abstract

Through the framework provided by what Billig terms “banal nationalism,” this article
analyzes the performance of national identity in the Japanese media. The specific target
for analysis is an episode of nodame cantabile, first broadcast on the Fuji Television
Metwork in 2006, After a review of literature on Japanese nationalism, a number
of bordering processes are identified, in particular: the presentation of a Japan—the
West dichotomy, the re-presentation of social relationships and semiaotic markers
of |apaneseness, narrative devices that promote confidence in the Japanese mode of
social organization, and the role of “trickster” played by a "foreign” conductor. The
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